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World at a glance
International and Mainland Affairs Section
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Apart but united with the YMCA ' 3 REFE
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The ongoing pandemic has made the year 2020 a tough one for the world, with significant changes {WHEEAQE'EE}

affecting us one way or the other and making us expenence life from a different angle. Due to the
severity of the situation, strict have been & d to prevent the spreading of the virus. As
YMCAs around the world comply with these recommendations, their onginal operations have been
affected and they have had to adapt and create new ways to serve its members. The World YMCA has
taken the lead in collecting and sharing ial infi for YMCASs to count on as they tackle the
current crisis. The "COVID-19 Response Hub' and the *COVID-19 Global YMCA Movement Response
and Impact’ survey are two good examples of their quick responding strategy.

YMCAs worldwide serve different needs and provide different services to their communities. In Europe,
many YMCAs have united under the "YMCA Connects™ campaign, with the motio “Wherever you are,
STAY SAFE, STAY CONNECTED'. The goal of this initiative is to bring their members together
through webinars with topics including: “Mental Health’, *Producing radio shows in lockdown', and
‘How to organize work from home’.

During this lockdown period, some YMCAs in USA have been asked to remain open and to provide day
care services for the children of health care workers and first responders. Apart from this, Y-USA has
created the “YMCA 360°, a free on-demand program and digital coaching for its members and the general
public.

As YMCAs in Latin America work closely for the most vulnerable group of people, they are providing
food and financial supporl to families that are dependent on daily
income, with COVID-19 and the imposed quarantine in most of this
region, they would risk suffering from hunger and eviction without
the help from YMCA,

In our region (Asia and Pacific), some local YMCAs have gone to
the streets and villages to render emergency humanitanan services
to the most affected. As for Chinese YMCA of Hong Kong, we are
grateful to have received the help from many external supporters
and funders to provide protective gear such us facemasks and hand
samitizers, together with our volunteers for those in need in the community. We have also set up a special
page on our website dedicated to provide all related information to everyone for surviving the current
crisis.

In its over 175 years of existence, the YMCA has gone through a lot: wars, pandemics and several crisis,
and this is a time which we will most surely get through. Let us stay strong, be patient, take the proper
measures to protect ourselves and our loved ones and keep our faith intact in the Lord,
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